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Definition

The practice of agriculture within or near
the surrounding boundaries of cities

Less aware activities
Recreation and leisure
Economic vitality
Well being of city and citizens
Landscape beautification
Environmental Restoration

Smit, J., A. Ratta, and J. Nasr. “Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs, and Sustainable
Cities. United Nations Development Program. New York. 1996., 6



Philadelphia and Urban Agriculture
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Current Conditions in Philadelphia

Approximately 31,000 vacant lots
Abandonment
Weak local economy

Consumed vegetation traveling 1,500 to
2,500 miles

Gap between PA farmers and Philadelphia



Advantages of Urban Agriculture

Food Security
Increased Greenness
Social Tool

Everyone Can Get
Involved

Dr. ElIKins In
Coatesville

http://www.buckrunfarm.com/doctor.html

Smit, J., A. Ratta, and J. Nasr. “Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs, and Sustainable
Cities. United Nations Development Program. New York. 1996., 6
Visit with Dr. Elkins, June, 2005



Challenges of Urban Agriculture

Ownership
Urban Planning
City Blight Program
Start-up Cost
Donations
Grants
Community involvement

Market

Campaigns
Logistical

Eyes always watching

http://www.hobby-greenhouse.com/12ftkit.jpg

Smit, J., A. Ratta, and J. Nasr. “Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs, and Sustainable

Cities. United Nations Development Program. New York. 1996., 6



Northern Liberties

Once full of factories, breweries, and
leather tanneries

Abandoned and Polluted
1987 Superfund
Transformation

Environmental Protection Agency. “Partnership in Progress: Northern Liberties Community Builds Partnerships, and Park.”
http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/bfs/fedpart_resource/pip_northlib.htm October 21, 2007.



http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/bfs/fedpart_resource/pip_northlib.htm

Conclusion

Need to reverse the conflict

Involve the community and create a
market will be keys to developing demand

Successful program can green and be
used as a social tool



References

Bailkey, M. and J. Nasr. “From Brownfields to Greenfields: Producing Food in the North American Cities.” Community Food Security
News. Fall 1999/Winter 2000.

Butler, L. and D.M. Maronek (eds.) 2002. “Urban and Agricultural Communities: Opportunities for Common Ground.” Council for
Agricultural Science and Technology. Ames lowa.

City Farmer, Philadelphia. “Urban Agriculture in Philadelphia” www.cityfarmer.org/Phillyurbag9.html. October 20, 2007
Community Food Security Coalition’s North American Urban Agriculture Committee.

“Urban Agriculture and Community Food Security in the United States: Farming From the City Center to the Urban Fringe.”
October, 2003.

Environmental Protection Agency. “Partnership in Progress: Northern Liberties Community Builds Partnerships, and Park.”
http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/bfs/fedpart_resource/pip _northlib.htm October 21, 2007.

Food Routes. “Buy Local.” http://www.foodroutes.org/buylocal.jsp

Nugent, Rachel. “The Impact of Urban Agriculture on the Household and Local
Economies.” http://www.trabajopopular.org.ar/material/Theme3.pdf October 21, 2007.

PhiIadeIphé%gymmittee to End Homelessness, 2010 Plan to End Homelessness http://www.pceh.org/images/2010plan.pdf. October 18,

Relf, D. (ed.). The Role of Horticulture in Human Well Being and Social Development. Portland, Oregon. Pp 93-105.

Smit, J., A. Ratta, and J. Nasr. “Urban Agriculture: Food, Jobs, and Sustainable Cities. United Nations Development Program. New York.
1996.

United Way. “Greensgrow Farms!” SouthEast Pennsylvania United Way Agency. www.greensgrow.org October 18, 2007.
University of Pennsylvania. “Penn-West Philadelphia Community Partnership Celebration Day at Sayre School.”
http://www.upenn.edu/secretary/inauguration/community.htmlOctober 22, 2007.
Visit with Dr. Elkins under class trip with David Harper. June
White Dog Foundation. “White Dog Community Enterprises: Cultivating Our local
Living Economy.” www.whitedogcafefoundation.org.October 16, 2007.



http://www.epa.gov/reg3hwmd/bfs/fedpart_resource/pip_northlib.htm
http://www.trabajopopular.org.ar/material/Theme3.pdf
http://www.greensgrow.org/
http://www.whitedogcafefoundation.org/

Questions?
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