
Merits of Recycling:
Yokohama’s G30 Plan
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Outline

• Where do things go if they are not 
recycled?

• Yokohama’s Situation

• The G30 Plan

• Societal Enforcement

• More than Recycling



Incinerators

Advantages: Quick and Easy, reduced trash volume, less need for landf
Disadvantages: Air pollution, high cost, produces toxic ash
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Sanitary Landfills

Advantages: No open burning, low groundwater pollution if sited properly, 
can be built quickly, can handle large amounts of waste, land can be used fo
other purposes
Disadvantages: Dust, air pollution from toxic gases, releases green house 
Unless they are collected, groundwater contamination
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Yokohama’s Situation

• January 2003 – Mayor Hiroshi Nakada 

• Need for change in lifestyle, too driven by 
consumption

• People weren’t used to sorting trash, focused 
on citizen participation and education

• Not because of shortage of landfills, more for 
preserving global environment



Yokohama’s G30 Plan

Reduce garbage disposal by 30% by 2010 relative to 2001 levels



Yokohama’s G30 Plan
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Key to Success: Societal Enforcement

• ‘Garbage Guardians’ – Volunteers who check for 
offending bags and leave notes or deliver trash bag to 
owner’s doorstep

• “I checked inside bags and took especially lousy ones 
back to the owner’s front door”

• “Mr. So-and-So.  Your method of sorting garbage is 
wrong.  Please correct it.”

• Trash bags must be clear and labeled with a thick felt-tip 
pen, easy to spot missorting

• One young couple evicted from their apartment because 
they refused to properly sort their trash



Recycling is Not Enough

• Yokohama G30 – inexportability 

• Downcycling of materials…eventually end up 
in landfills anyway

• Solution lies in better and smarter production

• Bioplastic, Books made from Polymers 
(Cradle to Cradle)

• Companies adopting closed-loop practices 
(Xerox, Carrier, Carpet Companies)
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Questions?
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