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TimelineTimeline

1894 1894 –– Refillable glass bottlesRefillable glass bottles
1940s 1940s –– OneOne--way, nonway, non--returnable glass bottlesreturnable glass bottles
1959 1959 –– Aluminum cansAluminum cans
1971 1971 –– Oregon passes the first bottle billOregon passes the first bottle bill
Today Today –– Refillable bottles < 2% of beverage Refillable bottles < 2% of beverage 
containers. 11 states with containers. 11 states with CDLsCDLs..

Sources: Bakshi, N. (2006). Waste and Opportunity: U.S. Beverage Container Recycling 
Scorecard and Report.

Container Recycling Institute. (2007). What is a Bottle Bill?
http://bottlebill.org/about_bb/whatis.htm



Recycling ProblemsRecycling Problems

Beverage sales have increased fiveBeverage sales have increased five--fold in the fold in the 
past 30 yearspast 30 years
Recycling programs cannot keep upRecycling programs cannot keep up
2/3 of beverage containers are 2/3 of beverage containers are landfilledlandfilled, , 
incinerated, or litteredincinerated, or littered
Beverage containers are easily recyclable!Beverage containers are easily recyclable!

Source: Bakshi, N. (2006). Waste and Opportunity: U.S. Beverage Container Recycling 
Scorecard and Report.



The Deposit SystemThe Deposit System

Source: Container Recycling Institute. (2007). What is a Bottle Bill?
http://bottlebill.org/about_bb/whatis.htm



States with States with CDLsCDLs

OregonOregon
VermontVermont
MichiganMichigan
MaineMaine
IowaIowa
ConnecticutConnecticut
MassachusettsMassachusetts
DelawareDelaware
New YorkNew York
CaliforniaCalifornia
HawaiiHawaii

Source: Franklin, P. (2004). Beverage Container Recycling in the United States. 
Hong Kong Waste Management Association Symposium on Producer Responsibility.



Bottle Bill BenefitsBottle Bill Benefits

Source: Franklin, P. (2004). Beverage Container Recycling in the United States. 
Hong Kong Waste Management Association Symposium on Producer Responsibility.



Bottle Bill BenefitsBottle Bill Benefits
StateState Beverage Beverage 

Container Litter Container Litter 
ReductionReduction

Total Litter Total Litter 
ReductionReduction

New YorkNew York 7070--80%80% 30%30%
OregonOregon 83%83% 47%47%
VermontVermont 76%76% 35%35%
MaineMaine 6969--77%77% 3434--64%64%
MichiganMichigan 84%84% 41%41%
IowaIowa 76%76% 39%39%

Source: Franklin, P. (2007). Have Container Deposit Laws Been Effective? 
Take It Back! 2007.



IssuesIssues

Increase deposit?Increase deposit? Fraud problemsFraud problems
Source: Gitlitz, J. (2001, September 8). Oregon's Bottle Bill at 30: How is it Doing?

http://www.container-recycling.org/papers/OregonBB30.pdf



Future?Future?

Source: Franklin, P. (2007). Have Container Deposit Laws Been Effective? 
Take It Back! 2007.



Why donWhy don’’t all states have t all states have CDLsCDLs??

StateState YearYear OpponentOpponent

SpendingSpending

Proponent Proponent 
spendingspending

ResultResult

OregonOregon 19961996 $3.2 million$3.2 million $400,000$400,000 DefeatedDefeated

DCDC 19871987 $2.2 million$2.2 million $80,000$80,000 DefeatedDefeated

ColoradoColorado 19821982 $0.5 million$0.5 million $25,000$25,000 DefeatedDefeated

OhioOhio 19791979 $1.2 million$1.2 million $117,000$117,000 DefeatedDefeated

WashingtonWashington 19791979 $1.5 million$1.5 million $88,885$88,885 DefeatedDefeated

Source: Container Recycling Insitute. (2003). Bottle Bills: Past Present Future. 


	Bottle Bills:
	Outline
	Timeline
	Recycling Problems
	The Deposit System
	States with CDLs
	Bottle Bill Benefits
	Bottle Bill Benefits
	Issues
	Future?
	Why don’t all states have CDLs?

