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Why a Municipal Composting 
Program?

• Reduce carbon 
emission

• Create marketable 
products

• Growing medium for 
local agriculture

• Avoids landfilling
• Save $ and emissions 

from transportation
• Anaerobic digestion for 

energy production
• Closed loop

http://extension.missouri.edu/explore/images/g06956figure01.jpg





San Francisco’s “Fantastic Three”



What is composted?

All food (even meat and 
dairy), Food soiled 
paper (plates, 
cartons, waxed 
cardboard), Plants

What is not allowed?

Styrofoam, plastic bags, 
plastic flower pots or 
trays, diapers, kitty 
litter or animal feces, 
rocks, stones, or dirt



Residential

Commercial

Schools



Jepson Prairie Organics

“Compost Process,” Jepson Prairie Organics, http://www.jepsonprairieorganics.com/compostprocess.htm



The Composting 
Process

~3 months to 
completion



The Final 
Product

• Four Course 
Compost (organic)

• City Clean Compost 
(organic)

• JPO Container Mix
• Topsoil

• $7-10/cubic yard



Costs

Table 7: Sunset ScavengerÕs Equipment Costs (for City of San Francisco Residential Program) 
Equipment Item/Service Unit Cost 

Dual compactor vehicle $192,000 

Organics collection vehicle $142,000 

32-gallon container $35 

64-gallon container $41 

2-gallon kitchen pail  $3.50 to $4 

Container delivery with outreach materials ($/cart) $2 to $3 

 
"Innovations: Case Studies: Curbside Recycling, the Next Generation,”
California Integrated Waste Management Board, www.ci.oakdale.mn.us



Successes…
• 75-90% waste reduction in restaurants
• 75,000 households participating
• 23% increase in sales of compost
• Other cities adopting this model
But…
• No apartment buildings involved
• Still have large amounts landfilled
• Make it mandatory
• More tangible benefits
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