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MBTA Background

1631 – Ferry service

1793 – Stagecoach

1820 – Omni bus

1856 – Horsecars

1889 – Streetcars

1912 – Elevated articulated 
streetcar & subaqueous 
tunnel

1922 – Motor bus

1936 – Trackless electric 
bus

1947 – MBTA created



MBTA Background

Developers & Speculators

West End Street Railway

Bay State Street Railway

Eastern Massachusetts Street 

Railway

Middlesex & Boston Street 

Railway

Boston Elevated Railway

Metropolitan Transit Authority

Massachusetts Bay 

Transportation Authority



MBTA Today

Serves 175 towns & cities in 
and around Boston

3,244 square mile service 
area – nearly 1/3 of state

4,667,555 people in service 
area (2000 census)

Funding sources:

36% Fare Box

Assessment to communities

State and federal monies

Operates in deficit



MBTA System & 
Collateral

927 diesel and CNG buses

32 dual mode buses

28 electric trolley buses

408 heavy rail vehicles

200 light rail vehicles

10 PCC streetcars

83 commuter rail locomotives

410 commuter rail coaches

298 MBTA owned vans/sedans

235 contractor-supplied 

vans/sedans



MBTA Commuter 
Rail

5th largest commuter line in 
United States

145,300 average weekday 
trips out of 1,235,700 total 
unlinked trips for the entire 
system (12%)

System split into two 
operational units with 
connections through local 
transport

8 zones for fares between 
$1.70 to $7.75



MBTA Commuter 
Rail

North

Rockport
Newburyport
Haverill
Lowell
Fitchburg

South

Framingham/Worcester
Needham
Franklin
Providence
Stoughton
Fairmont
Middleborough
Kingston/Plymouth
Scituate/Greenbush (newest)
Foxboro (seasonal)

No direct link between two 

systems



Regional Planning 
& Growth

Boston Region 
Metropolitan Planning  
Organization (MPO)

Program for Mass Transportation 
(PMT)

Capital Investment Program 
(CIP)

Transportation Improvement 
Plan (TIP)

Journey to 2030



Regional Planning 
& Growth

Boston Region 
Metropolitan Planning  
Organization (MPO)

Program for Mass Transportation 
(PMT)

Capital Investment Program 
(CIP)

Transportation Improvement 
Plan (TIP)

Journey to 2030

Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC)

MetroFuture



Commuter Rail 
Growth Plans

Urban Ring

North-South Commuter 
Rail Line Link

Upgrade fleet

48 new diesel electric passenger 
locomotives

75 new bi-level commuter rail 
coaches



Sustainable

CharlieCard expansion

Bike Cages

Summer Bike Trains to 
South Shore and Cape Ann 
beaches

Free WiFi on Commuter 
Rail Lines

Mobile MBTA.com





Resources

 American Public Transportation Association, www.apta.com. 

 Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization, www.bostonmpo.org. 

 Help Fill the MBTA’s Deficit Hole, http://ibert.org/mbta/help.php

 Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, www.mbta.com.  

 MetroFuture, www.metrofuture.org

 Metropolitan Area Planning Council, www.mapc.org.  

 Motive Power, 9/9/2009

 North America. Railway Age, 00338826, Mar2008, Vol. 209, Issue 3

 The Urban Ring, www.theurbanring.com

 Wikipedia, North-South Rail Link, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North-South_Rail_Link
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