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The Staten Island FerryThe Staten Island Ferry

Begins 1898Begins 1898
Transferred to NYC in Transferred to NYC in 
19051905
5.2 mile route5.2 mile route
65,000 average daily 65,000 average daily 
ridershipridership
19 19 --20 million riders 20 million riders 
each yeareach year
Free!Free!

Source: wikipedia.com

Source: siferry.com



Launching a new ferryLaunching a new ferry……

Source: siferry.com



The FleetThe Fleet……

Source: siferry.com



Private Ferries tooPrivate Ferries too……

Source: NY/NJ Port Authority



Proposed RoutesProposed Routes……

Source: Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance



Private Ferries increasingPrivate Ferries increasing

No private companies before 1985No private companies before 1985
NYWaterwayNYWaterway enters the market enters the market ups ups 
and downsand downs……
On 9/11 ferries evacuate 300,000 people On 9/11 ferries evacuate 300,000 people 
in one dayin one day
AfterwordsAfterwords, ferry ridership doubles until , ferry ridership doubles until 
PATH station reopens in 2003.PATH station reopens in 2003.



Private ferry ridershipPrivate ferry ridership

Source: NYDOT annual report 2005



New Investments New Investments 

Both terminals of the Both terminals of the 
Staten Island Ferry Staten Island Ferry 
got a facegot a face--lift. lift. 
Almost $200 Almost $200 million million 
on facilitieson facilities
Whitehall St. TerminalWhitehall St. Terminal
St. George Terminal St. George Terminal 
and LEED and LEED 
certificationcertification……

Source: siferry.com



Green Design and LEEDGreen Design and LEED

Leadership in Energy Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental and Environmental 
DesignDesign
U.S. Green Buildings U.S. Green Buildings 
CouncilCouncil
Long check list of Long check list of 
““greengreen”” strategiesstrategies



St. George Terminals St. George Terminals ““greengreen--nessness””

Rainwater collection to reduce runoffRainwater collection to reduce runoff
Irrigation of 18,000 sq ft roof gardenIrrigation of 18,000 sq ft roof garden
Garden has lots of milkweed for migrating Garden has lots of milkweed for migrating 
monarch butterfliesmonarch butterflies
Energy efficient materialsEnergy efficient materials
Roof angled for maximum/minimum sunRoof angled for maximum/minimum sun



Additional projects all over the Additional projects all over the 
metropolitan areametropolitan area

West Midtown Ferry Terminal at 38West Midtown Ferry Terminal at 38thth StSt
East 90East 90thth Street terminal renovationStreet terminal renovation
East 39East 39thth Street reconstructionStreet reconstruction
World Financial Center floating terminalWorld Financial Center floating terminal
Weehawken Port Imperial TerminalWeehawken Port Imperial Terminal
Hoboken Hoboken –– renovate historical docksrenovate historical docks
Plans for 99 vessel Plans for 99 vessel ““looploop””



Not so fastNot so fast……

POLLUTION!POLLUTION!
Many diesel engines are older, less Many diesel engines are older, less 
technologically advancedtechnologically advanced
Among marine vessels, ferries contribute Among marine vessels, ferries contribute 
19% of all 19% of all NONOxx and 12% of PM, most of and 12% of PM, most of 
which is PMwhich is PM2.52.5

More More NONOxx’’ss and PM per passenger mile and PM per passenger mile 
than if riders drove!than if riders drove!



Emissions InventoryEmissions Inventory



NY/NJ addressing the issueNY/NJ addressing the issue……

Previously unregulatedPreviously unregulated
InventoryInventory
Emissions Reduction ProgramEmissions Reduction Program

4 Private companies4 Private companies
Baseline completeBaseline complete
Identifying best practicesIdentifying best practices

Variety of economic incentives might workVariety of economic incentives might work



ConclusionConclusion

As long as environmental issues are addressed, As long as environmental issues are addressed, 
water transit might be New Yorkwater transit might be New York’’s solution to s solution to 
gridlock.gridlock.
What would you rather look at?What would you rather look at?
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