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Why Preserve Battlefields?

Battlefields can be use for…
– Open space
– Farmlands
– Educational resources
– Environmental protection
– Economic well-being



Antietam (Maryland)

• Antietam National Battlefield Park (1890)
• Encroaching sprawl from Washington, D.C. 

and Baltimore
• Land Preservation

– Private-Public partnerships



Antietam (Maryland)

• Washington County’s Comprehensive Plan 
(2002)
– Land Preservation is a goal









Manassas (Virginia)

• Manassas National Battlefield Park (1940)
• Sprawl from Washington, D.C.
• “Third Battle of Manassas” (1988)
• “Fourth Battle of Manassas” (1993)



Manassas (Virginia)

• Did preservation come too late?
– Lack of funding
– Existing development
– Existing issues

• Traffic
• Environmental Impact





Traffic



Future Bypass…Maybe



Conclusion

• Antietam Battlefield (Sustainable)
– Benefited from early recognition
– Successful Public/Private Partnerships
– Strong land preservation culture

• Manassas Battlefield (Was Sustainable)
– Struggling to compete with increasing sprawl
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