
Local vs. Organic 
Food

Two Green Movements in Response to 
Conventional Agriculture



Sustainable Agriculture: 3 Aspects
•Environmental Stewardship

• Economically Viable

• Socially Equitable



Organic Agriculture
•Heavily Regulated

•No Synthetic Chemicals

•Capital and Energy Intensive

•Expensive Produce

•Increasingly Industrial
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Local Agriculture
•No Regulation

•Pragmatic

•Local Farms & Community Gardens

•Direct Farmer-Consumer Relationship

•Time Intensive for Consumer



Things You Would Rather Not Know
•Organic Chicken and Eggs use 30% and 15% more energy than 

Conventional

•If Dairy Calves were excluded from beef consumption, energy inputs 
would increase 50%

•Nicotine is a natural pesticide—depending, it’s considered organic

•a study conducted by “a private organic food company found low levels 
of agrochemical residues in ~21% of the samples” (Rigby et al, 2001)

•FAS estimates that imports accounted for 12-18 percent of the $8.6 
billion in U.S. organic retail sales in 2002

•the EPA’s pesticide regulation program applies only to synthetic 
pesticides

•Majority of fecal contamination of fresh, minimally processed food is 
from small scale growers



Chart You Would Rather Not See
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