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Image: The Global Footprint Network
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- Relevancy

- Easy to understand

- Reliable

- Based on accessible data

Keys to excellent indicators
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Human Consumption

Area-based

Monitored and updated

National data (Census), etc.



One planet 
economics

and

finite sources
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Limitations
“some aspects of sustainability are excluded 

from its scope, some aspects of demand 
are hard to quantify, and errors can occur 
in the calculation” due to human error or 
erroneous assumptions 

• The Global Footprint Network
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EFs are mainly underestimates



Limitations
- Temporal

- Somewhat Subjective

- Aggregate Indicator

- Simple
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Maintain & update

What is “productive” land?

Not meant to pinpoint

No recommendations; 
must be extrapolated
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effects

•

[10]
[worldbiocapacity / worldEcologicalFootprint]x365 = EcologicalDebtDay



individual EF calculator travel calculator (CO2)

individual EF calculator CO2 calculator EF calculator for kids

water calculator

individual EF calculator individual EF calculator paper calculator
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Stuff to look at while I’m answering questions
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