
Philadelphia Water Department
Educating the Public

“The water dinosaurs drank billions of years 
ago is the same water we drink today.”

Laureen Boles ENVS 634 - Green Design and the City





Storm Inlet 
Tip Card

DO NOT DUMP
• Motor Oil
• Used Paint
• Leaves





Operation Scoop

• Signage
• Plastic Bags
• Receptacles











712 N. 48th St.









BMP MEASURES of SUCCESS

• Number of Inlets Cleaned
• Number of Detention Basins Inspected
• Tons of Debris Removed from Inlets, Basins
• Tons of Leaves Collected
• No. of Industrial and Construction Site 

Inspections
• Number of Illicit Connections Abated
• Volume of Dry Weather Abated 
• Number of Education Materials Delivered
• Number of Training Sessions Conducted
• Number of Surveys on Outreach Material
• Number of Capital Projects Completed
• Adoption of Legal Authority



Summary

• Successful? Yes, $4 million+ in non-point 
source education grants vs. end-of-pipe 
treatment

• Benefits: Exportable
• Drawbacks: “Preaching to the Choir” 
• How might it be improved? 3E’s join the 

3R’s in school education 



REFERENCES

• www.phillywater.org
• www.phila.gov/streets
• www.phila.gov/fairpark
• www.centercityphila.org
• www.delep.org
• www.dep.state.pa.us

http://www.phillywater.org/
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/

	Philadelphia Water DepartmentEducating the Public
	Storm Inlet Tip Card
	Operation Scoop
	712 N. 48th St.
	BMP MEASURES of SUCCESS
	Summary
	REFERENCES

