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EarthCraftEarthCraft House ProgramHouse Program

Partnership between Partnership between 
Greater Atlanta Home Greater Atlanta Home 
Builders Association Builders Association 
and and SouthfaceSouthface Energy Energy 
InstituteInstitute
Training and Training and 
certification program certification program 
targeting building targeting building 
professionalsprofessionals



HistoryHistory
Developed in late 1990s as a Developed in late 1990s as a 
partnership between partnership between 
SouthfaceSouthface Energy Institute, Energy Institute, 
and the Greater Atlanta and the Greater Atlanta 
Homebuilders Association, Homebuilders Association, 
with the assistance of  with the assistance of  
HedgewoodHedgewood PropertiesProperties
First certified homes in First certified homes in 
19991999
Have currently certified Have currently certified 
over 1000 homes in metro over 1000 homes in metro 
AtlantaAtlanta



Environmental ImpactEnvironmental Impact
915 915 EarthCraftEarthCraft Homes prevent:Homes prevent:

4300 tons of CO24300 tons of CO2
25,000 tons of SO225,000 tons of SO2
9100 tons of 9100 tons of NOxNOx

From going into the airFrom going into the air

600 tons of wood600 tons of wood
230 tons of drywall230 tons of drywall

From going to the landfillFrom going to the landfill



Building Building EarthCraftEarthCraft HousesHouses
Builders attend a dayBuilders attend a day--long training sessionlong training session

Learn about energy and resource efficiency, site planning, waterLearn about energy and resource efficiency, site planning, water
conservation, indoor air quality, and the certification processconservation, indoor air quality, and the certification process

Houses are builtHouses are built
EarthCraftEarthCraft technicians check features and test components technicians check features and test components 
before finally certifying each housebefore finally certifying each house
Houses are certifiedHouses are certified
Training and support is also available for marketing Training and support is also available for marketing EarthCraftEarthCraft
houseshouses
Case studies have determined that Case studies have determined that EarthCraftEarthCraft construction and construction and 
certification typically adds less than 1% to the cost of the certification typically adds less than 1% to the cost of the 
househouse



CertificationCertification

Uses a point system, Uses a point system, 
assigning each efficient assigning each efficient 
or sustainable feature a or sustainable feature a 
point valuepoint value
Each house must have a Each house must have a 
total of 150 pointstotal of 150 points



PointsPoints
Site PlanningSite Planning
Energy Efficient Building Energy Efficient Building 
Envelope and SystemsEnvelope and Systems

Air sealingAir sealing
InsulationInsulation
WindowsWindows
Heating and Cooling Heating and Cooling 
EquipmentEquipment
DuctworkDuctwork

Energy Efficient Lighting Energy Efficient Lighting 
and Appliances

Resource Efficient DesignResource Efficient Design
Resource Efficient Building Resource Efficient Building 
MaterialsMaterials
Waste ManagementWaste Management
Indoor Air QualityIndoor Air Quality
Water Water –– Indoor and OutdoorIndoor and Outdoor
Homebuyer EducationHomebuyer Education
Builder OperationsBuilder Operations
Bonus PointsBonus Points

and Appliances



The FutureThe Future
Bigger and BetterBigger and Better

Habitat for HumanityHabitat for Humanity
Expansion throughout Expansion throughout 
Georgia: Macon, Savannah, Georgia: Macon, Savannah, 
Pine MountainPine Mountain
EarthCraftEarthCraft RenovationRenovation
EarthCraftEarthCraft MultiMulti--FamilyFamily
EarthCraftEarthCraft CommunitiesCommunities

South’s fastestSouth’s fastest--growing growing 
Green Building ProgramGreen Building Program
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